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Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
St. Louis, Missouri
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Opera Theatre of Saint Louis (“Opera
Theatre”), which comprise the statement of financial position as of September 30, 2018, and the related
statements of activities and cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes to the financial
statements.
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes
the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.
Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance
about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to Opera Theatre’s
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
Opera Theatre’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial
statements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our audit opinion.
Opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of Opera Theatre of Saint Louis as of September 30, 2018, and the changes in its net
assets and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America.
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Report on Summarized Comparative Information
We have previously audited Opera Theatre’s 2017 financial statements, and we expressed an unmodified
audit opinion on those audited financial statements in our report dated January 23, 2018. In our opinion,
the summarized comparative information presented herein as of and for the year ended September 30,
2017, is consistent, in all material respects, with the audited financial statements from which it has been
derived.
Supplementary Information
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements as a whole.
The schedule of functional expenses listed in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional
analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of
management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records
used to prepare the financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures
applied in the audit of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the
financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion,
the information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole.

St. Louis, Missouri
January 25, 2019

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
Statement of Financial Position
September 30, 2018
(With Summarized Financial Information as of September 30, 2017)

Assets
2018
Current Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments
Contributions receivable, net
Other receivables
Beneficial interest in lead trust
Prepaid expenses

$

2017

10,814
13,079,710
1,404,468
354,694
62,020
481,432

Total current assets

$

401,900
12,625,134
1,492,792
244,740
62,020
458,350

15,393,138

15,284,936

111,983

211,327

74,616

-

4,065,642

4,248,606

504,074

571,238

Working Capital Reserve

1,640,034

1,640,034

Investments - Long Term

-

76,550

25,023,514

23,860,428

Contributions Receivable - Long-Term, Net
Note Receivable - Long Term
Facilities and Equipment, Net of Accumulated
Depreciation; 2018 - $3,276,290, 2017 - $3,033,941
Beneficial Interest in Lead Trust - Long-Term

Assets Restricted for Permanent Endowment
Total assets

$

46,813,001

$

45,893,119

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Deferred revenue

$

Total current liabilities
Annuity Liability
Total liabilities
Net Assets
Unrestricted
Unrestricted - undesignated
Unrestricted - designated
Temporarily restricted
Permanently restricted
Total net assets
Total liabilities and net assets

See Independent Auditor’s Report and Notes to Financial Statements

$

205,802
728,624

$

353,687
665,892

934,426

1,019,579

37,400

40,778

971,826

1,060,357

112,582
4,420,249
14,816,290
26,492,054

112,300
4,389,578
14,791,949
25,538,935

45,841,175

44,832,762

46,813,001

$

45,893,119
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Net Assets, Beginning of Year
Net Assets, End of Year

Change in Net Assets

Total expenses

General and administrative
Fundraising

Total program services

Expenses
Program services
Artistic
Production
Education
Marketing

Total revenues and other support

Net assets released from restrictions
Net assets added to operating (released from designations)

Total revenues and support

Revenues and Support
Support
Grants and contributions
Revenues
Performance admissions
Benefits
Program advertising
Investment return
Other activities
Change in value of split interest agreements

$

$

$

30,671
4,389,578
4,420,249

282
112,300
112,582

-

-

-

-

30,671

10,940,386

1,098,768
1,283,709

8,557,909

3,945,134
2,758,582
494,605
1,359,588

10,940,668

(643,763)

674,434

1,865,637
643,763

8,431,268

104,715
569,719
-

$

1,664,408
1,613,138
175,006
800,940
391,865
588

3,785,323

Operating

Unrestricted
Board
Designated

$

$

4,501,878
4,532,831

30,953

10,940,386

1,098,768
1,283,709

8,557,909

3,945,134
2,758,582
494,605
1,359,588

10,971,339

1,865,637
-

9,105,702

1,664,408
1,613,138
175,006
1,370,659
391,865
588

3,890,038

Total

2018

24,341

-

-

-

-

24,341

(1,865,637)
-

1,889,978

600
417,754
19
(8,046)

1,479,651

14,791,949
$ 14,816,290

$

Temporarily
Restricted

953,119

-

-

-

-

953,119

-

953,119

4,655

948,464

25,538,935
$ 26,492,054

$

Permanently
Restricted

Statement of Activities
Year Ended September 30, 2018
(With Summarized Financial Information For The Year Ended September 30, 2017)

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis

1,008,413

10,940,386

1,098,768
1,283,709

8,557,909

3,945,134
2,758,582
494,605
1,359,588

11,948,799

-

11,948,799

1,664,408
1,613,738
175,006
1,788,413
391,884
(2,803)

6,318,153
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44,832,762
$ 45,841,175

$

Total

3,607,544

10,388,645

833,121
1,186,844

8,368,680

3,627,099
2,704,471
480,840
1,556,270

13,996,189

-

13,996,189

1,566,597
1,091,547
162,538
3,758,731
500,758
108,039

6,807,979

41,225,218
$ 44,832,762

$

Total

2017

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
Statement of Cash Flows
Year Ended September 30, 2018
(With Summarized Financial Information For The Year Ended September 30, 2017)

2018
Operating Activities
Change in net assets
Items not requiring (providing) operating activities cash flows
Depreciation
Net realized and unrealized gains on investments
Change in value of split-interest agreements
Contributions received restricted for long-term investment
Accrued deferred compensation
Changes in
Note and other receivables
Prepaid expenses
Contributions receivable and beneficial interest in lead trust
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Deferred revenue

$

1,008,413

2017

$

3,607,544

242,349
(1,068,473)
2,803
(948,464)
-

233,440
(3,057,832)
(108,039)
(1,819,212)
14,235

(184,570)
(23,082)
254,832
(147,885)
62,732

13,955
(70,425)
599,135
(70,023)
14,107

(801,345)

(643,115)

(59,385)
(14,194,461)
13,960,818

(94,513)
(12,927,947)
12,294,858

(293,028)

(727,602)

710,057
(6,770)

1,862,465
(139,237)

Net cash provided by financing activities

703,287

1,723,228

Increase (Decrease) in Cash and Cash Equivalents

(391,086)

352,511

401,900

49,389

Net cash used in operating activities
Investing Activities
Purchase of facilities and equipment
Purchase of investments
Proceeds from disposition of investments
Net cash used in investing activities
Financing Activities
Proceeds from contributions restricted for permanent endowment
Payments on annuities payable

Cash and Cash Equivalents, Beginning of Year
Cash and Cash Equivalents, End of Year

See Independent Auditor’s Report and Notes to Financial Statements

$

10,814

$

401,900
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Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
Notes to Financial Statements
September 30, 2018

Note 1:

Nature of Operations and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Nature of Operations
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis (the “Opera Theatre”) is a not-for-profit organization whose mission
is to communicate the richness and power of live opera and music theatre to audiences of all ages
and backgrounds and build passionate support and appreciation for opera. Opera Theatre’s
principal activities include conducting a scheduled season of performances at the Loretto-Hilton
Center on the campus of Webster University, producing special performances at various locations
and presenting touring and education programs. Opera Theatre’s revenues and other support are
derived principally from contributions and performance admissions.
Prior Year Comparative Totals
The financial statements include certain prior year summarized comparative information in total,
but not by net asset class. Such information does not include sufficient detail to constitute a
complete presentation in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America. Accordingly, such information should be read in conjunction with Opera
Theatre’s 2017 financial statements from which the information was derived.
Use of Estimates
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions
that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and
liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues, expenses,
gains, losses and other changes in net assets during the reporting period. Actual results could differ
from those estimates.
Cash Equivalents
Opera Theatre considers all unrestricted and temporarily restricted liquid investments with original
maturities of three months or less to be cash equivalents. At September 30, 2018, cash equivalents
consisted primarily of checking and sweep accounts.
At September 30, 2018, Opera Theatre’s cash accounts exceeded federally insured limits by
approximately $90,000.
Investments and Investment Return
Investments in equity securities having a readily determinable fair value and in all debt securities
are carried at fair value. Other investments are valued at the lower of cost (or fair value at time of
donation, if acquired by contribution) or fair value. Investment return includes dividend, interest
and other investment income; realized and unrealized gains and losses on investments carried at
fair value; and realized gains and losses on other investments.
6
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Investment return that is initially restricted by donor stipulation and for which the restriction will
be satisfied in the same year is included in unrestricted net assets. Other investment return is
reflected in the statement of activities as unrestricted, temporarily restricted or permanently
restricted based upon the existence and nature of any donor or legally imposed restrictions.
Opera Theatre maintains pooled investment accounts for its endowments. Investment income and
realized and unrealized gains and losses from securities in the pooled investment accounts are
allocated monthly to the individual endowments based on the relationship of the fair value of the
interest of each endowment to the total fair value of the pooled investments accounts, as adjusted
for additions to or deductions from those accounts.
Facilities and Equipment
Facilities and equipment are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation. Depreciation is charged
to expense on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful life of each asset. Facilities and
equipment purchased with restricted contributions or received as a gift is considered temporarily
restricted and is released from restrictions over the depreciable life of the asset.
The estimated useful lives for each major depreciable classification of facilities and equipment are
as follows:
Equipment, furniture and fixtures
Theatre building improvements and equipment
Whitaker Opera Warehouse
Sally S. Levy Opera Center
Performance equipment and other

3 - 35 years
3 - 10 years
35 years
5 - 35 years
3 - 10 years

Long-Lived Asset Impairment
Opera Theatre evaluates the recoverability of the carrying value of long-lived assets whenever
events or circumstances indicate the carrying amount may not be recoverable. If a long-lived asset
is tested for recoverability and the undiscounted estimated future cash flows expected to result
from the use and eventual disposition of the asset is less than the carrying amount of the asset, the
asset cost is adjusted to fair value and an impairment loss is recognized as the amount by which the
carrying amount of a long-lived asset exceeds its fair value. No asset impairment was recognized
during the year ended September 30, 2018.
Temporarily and Permanently Restricted Net Assets
Temporarily restricted net assets are those whose use by Opera Theatre has been limited by donors
to a specific time period or purpose. Permanently restricted net assets have been restricted by
donors to be maintained by Opera Theatre in perpetuity.
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September 30, 2018

Contributions
Gifts of cash and other assets received without donor stipulations are reported as unrestricted
revenue and net assets. Gifts received with a donor stipulation that limits their use are reported as
temporarily or permanently restricted revenue and net assets. When a donor stipulated time
restriction ends or purpose restriction is accomplished, temporarily restricted net assets are
reclassified to unrestricted net assets and reported in the statement of activities as net assets
released from restrictions. Gifts having donor stipulations which are satisfied in the period the gift
is received are reported as unrestricted revenue and net assets.
Donations of facilities and equipment are recorded as support at their estimated fair value at the
date of donation. Assets donated with explicit restrictions regarding their use and contributions of
cash that must be used to acquire property and equipment are reported as restricted support. It is
Opera Theatre’s policy to imply a time restriction, based on the assets’ estimated useful lives, on
donations of facilities and equipment that are not restricted as to their use by the donor.
Accordingly, those donations are recorded as support increasing temporarily restricted net assets.
Opera Theatre reclassifies temporarily restricted net assets to unrestricted net assets each year in
the amount of the donated facilities and equipment’s depreciation expense.
Unconditional gifts expected to be collected within one year are reported at their net realizable
value. Unconditional gifts expected to be collected in future years are reported at the present value
of estimated future cash flows. The resulting discount is amortized and reported as contribution
revenue.
Conditional gifts depend on the occurrence of a specified future and uncertain event to bind the
potential donor and are recognized as assets and revenue when the conditions are substantially met
and the gift becomes unconditional.
Working Capital Reserve
At September 30, 2018, the working capital reserve consists of cash equivalents. According to the
terms of the donor, the $1,640,034 is permanently restricted and is to be used as an internal
working capital line of credit. Opera Theatre has the right to transfer the annual earnings derived
from the reserve into endowment. Any borrowings from the reserve’s corpus must be repaid fully
in cash and the reserve must be fully funded for at least 30 consecutive days at some point during
every fiscal year. Borrowings from the working capital reserve totaled $1,628,514 at
September 30, 2018.
Contributed Services
Contributions of services are recognized as revenue at their estimated fair value only when the
services received create or enhance nonfinancial assets or require specialized skills possessed by
the individuals providing the service and the service would typically need to be purchased if not
donated.
In addition, a number of volunteers have contributed time to Opera Theatre. However, such
donated services have not been recorded in the financial statements as they do not meet the
requirements for recognition.
8

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
Notes to Financial Statements
September 30, 2018

In-Kind Contributions
In addition to receiving cash contributions, Opera Theatre receives in-kind contributions of rental
space and other items from various donors. It is the policy of Opera Theatre to record the
estimated fair value of certain in-kind donations as an expense in its financial statements and
similarly increase contribution revenue by a like amount. For the year ended September 30, 2018,
$47,200 was received in in-kind contributions.
Deferred Revenue
Revenue from future period performance admissions is deferred and recognized over the periods to
which the admissions relate. Deferred revenue is comprised of ticket sales, program ads, benefit
events or production rentals for which services or events have not yet been performed. These
unearned revenues are deferred and recognized as events or services are performed or costs are
incurred.
Income Taxes
Opera Theatre is exempt from income taxes under Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code and a
similar provision of state law. However, Opera Theatre is subject to federal income tax on any
unrelated business taxable income. Opera Theatre files returns in the U.S. federal jurisdiction.
Functional Allocation of Expenses
The costs of supporting the various programs and other activities have been summarized on a
functional basis in the statement of activities. Certain costs have been allocated among the
program, general and administrative and fundraising categories based on time and expense studies
and other methods.
Subsequent Events
Subsequent events have been evaluated through January 25, 2019, which is the date the financial
statements were available to be issued.

Note 2:

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents at September 30, 2018, consist of the following:
Checking and sweep accounts

$

Less cash and cash equivalents reported as:
Working capital reserve
Assets restricted for permanent endowment

790,404
778,514
1,076

$

10,814
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Notes to Financial Statements
September 30, 2018

Note 3:

Investments and Investment Return

Investments at September 30, 2018, consisted of the following:
Money market
Mutual funds
Large cap
Mid/small cap
International
Fixed income
Government obligations
U.S. Treasury securities
Agency securities
Municipal securities
Corporate debt securities
Certificates of deposit
Cash surrender value of life insurance

$

1,849,296
8,034,391
5,902,183
8,841,251
448,162
6,073,987
777,052
1,606,556
1,898,060
1,387,106
263,950
37,081,994

Investments reported as assets restricted for permanent
endowment

(23,152,284)

Investments reported as working capital reserve
Total short-term investments

(850,000)
$

13,079,710

Total investment return for the year ended September 30, 2018, is comprised of the following:
Interest and dividend income
Net realized and unrealized gain on investments

$

719,940
1,068,473

$

1,788,413

Opera Theatre invests in various investment securities. Investment securities are exposed to
various risks such as interest rate, market and credit risks. Due to the level of risk associated with
certain investment securities, it is at least reasonably possible that changes in the values of
investment securities will occur in the near term and that such changes could materially affect the
investment amounts reported in the statement of financial position.

Note 4:

Disclosures About Fair Value of Assets

Fair value is the price that would be received to sell an asset in an orderly transaction between
market participants at the measurement date. Fair value measurements must maximize the use of
observable inputs and minimize the use of unobservable inputs. There is a hierarchy of three levels
of inputs that may be used to measure fair value:
Level 1

Quoted prices in active markets for identical assets
10
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Level 2

Observable inputs other than Level 1 prices, such as quoted prices for similar assets;
quoted prices in active markets that are not active; or other inputs that are observable
or can be corroborated by observable market data for substantially the full term of
the assets

Level 3

Unobservable inputs supported by little or no market activity and are significant to
the fair value of the assets

Recurring Measurements
The following table presents the fair value measurements of assets recognized in the accompanying
statement of financial position measured at fair value on a recurring basis and the level within the
fair value hierarchy in which the fair value measurements fall at September 30, 2018:

Fair Value
Money market
Mutual funds
Large cap
Mid/small cap
International
Fixed income
Government obligations
U.S. Treasury securities
Agency securities
Municipal securities
Corporate debt securities
Certificates of deposit
Beneficial interest in lead trust

$

1,849,296

Fair Value Measurements Using
Quoted Prices
in Active
Significant
Markets for
Other
Significant
Identical
Observable
Unobservable
Assets
Inputs
Inputs
(Level 1)
(Level 2)
(Level 3)
$

1,849,296

$

-

$

-

8,034,391
5,902,183
8,841,251
448,162

8,034,391
5,902,183
8,841,251
448,162

-

-

6,073,987
777,052
1,606,556
1,898,060
1,387,106
566,094

6,073,987
777,052
-

1,606,556
1,898,060
1,387,106
566,094

-

Following is a description of the valuation methodologies and inputs used for assets measured at
fair value on a recurring basis and recognized in the accompanying statement of financial position,
as well as the general classification of such instruments pursuant to the valuation hierarchy. There
have been no significant changes in valuation techniques during the year ended September 30,
2018.
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Investments
Where quoted market prices are available in an active market, investments are classified within
Level 1 of the valuation hierarchy. If quoted market prices are not available, then fair values are
estimated by using quoted prices of investments with similar characteristics or independent asset
pricing services and pricing models, the inputs of which are market-based or independently sourced
market parameters, including, but not limited to, yield curves, interest rates, volatilities,
prepayments, defaults, cumulative loss projections and cash flows. Such investments are classified
in Level 2 of the valuation hierarchy. In certain cases where Level 1 or Level 2 inputs are not
available, investments are classified within Level 3 of the hierarchy. There were no Level 3
investments as of September 30, 2018.
Beneficial Interest in Trust
Fair value is estimated using a forward-looking interest rate and discounted cash flows that can be
corroborated by observable market data and, therefore, is classified within Level 2 of the valuation
hierarchy.

Note 5:

Contributions Receivable

Contributions receivable at September 30, 2018, consisted of the following:

Due within one year
Due in one to five years

Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted

$

754,571
-

$

729,921
301,667

$

470,154
1,400,000

$

754,571

$

1,031,588

$

1,870,154

Total
$

3,656,313

Less
Allowance for uncollectible contributions
Unamortized discount
Amount reported as assets restricted for permanent
endowment, net

Reported in the financial statement as
Current
Long-term

1,954,646
1,701,667

(80,024)
(189,684)
(1,870,154)
$

1,516,451

$

1,404,468
111,983

$

1,516,451

The discount rates ranged from 2.83 percent to 2.96 percent for pledges due in one to five years for
2018.
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Note 6:

Facilities and Equipment

Facilities and equipment at September 30, 2018, consists of:
Equipment, furniture and fixtures
Theatre building improvements and equipment
Whitaker Opera Warehouse
Sally S. Levy Opera Center
Performance equipment and other

$

692,767
648,075
796,687
4,895,344
309,059
7,341,932
3,276,290

Less accumulated depreciation
$

Note 7:

4,065,642

Beneficial Interest in Trust

Opera Theatre is an annuitant under a charitable lead trust administered by an outside party. Under
the terms of the trust, Opera Theatre has the irrevocable right to receive a fixed amount quarterly
through March 2029. The estimated value of the expected future cash flows is $566,094 as of
September 30, 2018, of which $62,020 is expected within the next year.

Note 8:

Assets Restricted for Permanent Endowment

Assets restricted for permanent endowment at September 30, 2018, consist of:
Investments
Cash and cash equivalents
Contributions receivable, net

$

23,152,284
1,076
1,870,154

$

25,023,514

Included in investments above is $53,292 of assets held for annuities payable and $263,950 of cash
surrender value of life insurance.

Note 9:

Annuities Payable

Opera Theatre has been the recipient of several gift annuities which require future payments to the
donor or their named beneficiaries. The assets received from the donor are recorded at fair value
and are included in Assets Restricted for Permanent Endowment on the statement of financial
position. Opera Theatre has recorded a liability at September 30, 2018, of $37,400 which
represents the present value of the future annuity obligations. The liability has been determined
using a discount rate of 5.0 percent and rates of return of 3.4 percent to 7.2 percent.
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Note 10: Line of Credit
Opera Theatre has a $2,000,000 revolving bank line of credit that expires in March 2019. At
September 30, 2018, there were no borrowings against this line. The line is collateralized by the
Opera Theatre’s investments. Interest varies with the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) and
is payable monthly.
As of September 30, 2018, approximately $2,546,417 of total cash and investments was pledged as
collateral against Opera Theatre’s line of credit agreement.

Note 11: Net Assets
Board Designated Net Assets
Board designated net assets are under control of the board of directors who may, at its discretion,
later use these net assets for other purposes. Board designated net assets of $4,420,249 at
September 30, 2018, are available for general operations with board approval.
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets
Temporarily restricted net assets at September 30, 2018, are available for the following purposes or
periods:
Designated for the following programs
Professional Development
Education/Outreach
Master Artists/Artisans
Purchases of Equipment and Operations of the Sally S. Levy
Opera Center
Subsequent Productions
Main Season Performance/Production
General Operations (Endowment)
For periods after September 30, 2018

$

1,853,518
248,742
1,254,004
6,068,033
358,483
841,352
2,060,914
2,131,244

$

14,816,290
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Permanently Restricted Net Assets
Permanently restricted net assets at September 30, 2018, are restricted to:
Investment in perpetuity, the income of which is expendable to
support the following programs
Professional Development
Education/Outreach
Master Artists/Artisans
Commissions/Second or Subsequent Productions
Working Capital Reserve
Any activity of Opera Theatre

$

8,288,139
1,597,347
809,281
2,861,140
1,640,034
11,296,113

$

26,492,054

Net Assets (Added To) Released From Board Designations
Net assets were added to operations and released from board designations by incurring expenses
satisfying the designated purposes or by occurrence of other events specified by the board.
Facilities and equipment
General board designations
Net assets added to operating (released from board
designations)

$

643,763

$

643,763

Net Assets Released From Restrictions
Net assets were released from donor restrictions by incurring expenses satisfying the restricted
purposes or by occurrence of other events specified by donors.
Purpose restrictions accomplished
Professional Development
Purchases of Equipment and Operations of the Sally S. Levy
Opera Center
Main Season Performance/Production

$

30,465
487,352
1,347,820

$

1,865,637
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Note 12: Endowment
Opera Theatre’s endowment consists of 18 individual funds established for a variety of purposes.
The endowment includes both donor-restricted endowment funds and funds designated by the
governing body to function as endowments (board-designated endowment funds). As required by
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America (GAAP), net assets
associated with endowment funds, including board-designated endowment funds, are classified and
reported based on the existence or absence of donor-imposed restrictions.
The Missouri Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act (UPMIFA) was enacted into law
effective August 28, 2009. The board of directors interprets UPMIFA as follows:
Subject to the rights of Opera Theatre with respect to the endowment provided in Section 402.134
of the Missouri Revised Statutes, and the intent of the donor expressed in the gift instrument, Opera
Theatre will classify as permanently restricted net assets (a) the original value of gifts donated to
the permanent endowment, (b) the original value of subsequent gifts to the permanent endowment
and (c) accumulations to the permanent endowment made in accordance with the direction of the
applicable donor gift instrument at the time the accumulation is added to the fund. The remaining
portion of donor-restricted endowment funds is classified as temporarily restricted net assets until
those amounts are appropriated for expenditure. In making a determination to appropriate or
accumulate a donor-restricted endowment fund, Opera Theatre (including the Investment
Committee, Finance Committee, Executive Committee and the Board of Directors) shall act in
good faith with the care that an ordinary prudent person in a like position would exercise under
similar circumstances.
In accordance with UPMIFA and absent explicit donor stipulations to the contrary, Opera Theatre
shall consider, if relevant, the following factors in making a determination to appropriate or
accumulate donor-restricted endowment funds:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Duration and preservation of the fund
Purposes of Opera Theatre and the fund
General economic conditions
Possible effect of inflation and deflation
Expected total return from investment income and appreciation or depreciation of
investments
6. Other resources of Opera Theatre
7. Investment policies of Opera Theatre

The composition of net assets by type of endowment fund at September 30, 2018, was:

Donor-restricted endowment funds
Board-designated endowment funds
Total endowment funds

Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted

$

3,765,358

$

8,358,945
-

$

22,835,040
-

$

31,193,985
3,765,358

$

3,765,358

$

8,358,945

$

22,835,040

$

34,959,343

Total
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Changes in endowment net assets for the year ended September 30, 2018, was:

Endowment net assets, beginning of year

Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted

$

$

$

3,768,566

Investment return
Investment income
Net appreciation

Endowment net assets, end of year

21,908,932

$

33,710,126

435,898
986,341

253,002
68,812

-

688,900
1,055,153

1,422,239

321,814

-

1,744,053

104,715
125,064

4,503

935,167
(9,059)

1,039,882
120,508

(1,655,226)

-

-

(1,655,226)

Total investment return
Contributions
Other transfers
Appropriation of endowment assets for
expenditure

8,032,628

Total

$

3,765,358

$

8,358,945

$

22,835,040

$

34,959,343

Amounts of donor-restricted endowment funds classified as permanently and temporarily restricted
net assets at September 30, 2018, consisted of:
Permanently restricted net assets - portion of perpetual
endowment funds required to be retained permanently by
explicit donor stipulation or UPMIFA
Temporarily restricted net assets
With purpose restrictions
Without purpose restrictions

$

22,835,040

$

6,696,210
1,662,735

$

8,358,945

From time to time, the fair value of assets associated with individual donor-restricted endowment
funds may fall below the level Opera Theatre is required to retain as a fund of perpetual duration
pursuant to donor stipulation or UPMIFA. In accordance with GAAP, deficiencies of this nature
are reported in unrestricted net assets. There were no donor funds with deficiencies at
September 30, 2018.
Opera Theatre has adopted investment and spending policies for endowment assets that attempt to
provide a predictable stream of funding to programs and other items supported by its endowment
while seeking to maintain the purchasing power of the endowment. Endowment assets include
those assets of donor-restricted endowment funds Opera Theatre must hold in perpetuity or for
donor-specified periods, as well as those of board-designated endowment funds. Under Opera
Theatre’s policies, endowment assets are invested in a manner that is intended to produce results
that exceed a target index composed of 55 percent of the Russell 3000 Index, 10 percent of the
MSCI EAFE Index, 20 percent of Barclay’s Capital U.S. Aggregate Bond Index and 15 percent of
Barclay’s Capital U.S. TIPS Index while assuming a moderate level of investment risk. Opera
Theatre expects its endowment funds to provide a total rate of return that exceeds the rate of
inflation by 400 basis points over time. Actual returns in any given year may vary from this
amount.
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To satisfy its long-term rate of return objectives, Opera Theatre relies on a total return strategy in
which investment returns are achieved through both current yield (investment income such as
dividends and interest) and capital appreciation (both realized and unrealized). Opera Theatre
targets a diversified asset allocation that places a greater emphasis on equity-based investments to
achieve its long-term return objectives within prudent risk constraints.
Opera Theatre has a policy (the spending policy) of appropriating for expenditure each year a
minimum of 5.5 percent and, if the previous year’s return exceeds 7.5 percent, a maximum of 200
basis points below the previous year’s actual rate of return, not including investment fees,
calculated on the average net fair value of the portfolio over the previous three years through
June 30 preceding the year in which expenditure is planned. In establishing this policy, Opera
Theatre considered the long-term expected return on its endowment. Accordingly, over the long
term, Opera Theatre expects the current spending policy and the average expected rate of return
exceeding the rate of inflation by 400 basis points to allow for sufficient long-term growth of
capital, without undue exposure to risk, to provide a sustainable level of spending distributions, as
well as enhance the real (adjusted for inflation) purchasing power of the investments.

Note 13: Operating Leases
A noncancellable operating lease for land upon which the Sally S. Levy Opera Center is
constructed expires in April 2040. The lease was initiated in November 2004 with an initial term
of 35 years with three optional renewal terms of five years each. Annual rent payments increase by
2 percent each year. Opera Theatre also enters into short-term rental agreements for equipment,
vehicles and space.
Future minimum lease payments at September 30, 2018, are:
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
Later years

$

33,460
32,443
31,861
35,508
36,218
775,517

$

945,007

Rental expense for all operating leases for the year ended September 30, 2018, was $140,981.

Note 14: Defined Contribution Plan
Opera Theatre has a defined contribution 401(k) plan covering substantially all full-time employees
who can contribute a percentage of their salaries subject to prescribed limitations. Opera Theatre
may make discretionary matching and additional contributions to the Plan. During 2018, Opera
Theatre contributed a total of $93,486 to the plan.
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Note 15: Related Party Transaction
As authorized by the executive committee of the board of directors, and in accordance with the
bylaws, Opera Theatre made an interest free secured loan totaling $100,000 to a key employee in
connection with relocation. Regular payment continue through July 2023. As of September 30,
2018, the remaining principal balance due on this loan was $94,616.

Note 16: Significant Estimates and Concentrations
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require disclosure of
certain significant estimates and current vulnerabilities due to certain concentrations. Estimates
related to the valuation of contribution receivable and investments are reflected in the footnotes
regarding contributions receivable and investments and in the summary of significant accounting
policies. The estimated useful life of facilitates and equipment is also discussed in the summary of
significant accounting policies. Concentrations not discussed in other footnotes include the
following:
Contributions
Approximately 10 percent of all contribution revenue were received from one donor in 2018.
Approximately 67 percent of gross pledges receivable as of September 30, 2018, are due from
board members and their related entities.

Note 17: Commitments
Opera Theatre routinely enters into employment contracts with certain key employees.
A significant portion of the seasonal labor costs are subject to union collective bargaining
agreements.
Opera Theatre has entered into an agreement to receive services of contracted musicians through a
third party. The agreement goes through the 2022 Opera Season and includes a flat fee to be paid
on an annual basis. The agreement allows for cancellation with cause by either party by May 15
for the following year’s season. The 2019 season fee per the agreement is approximately
$990,000. Amounts paid under the agreement for the year ended September 30, 2018 were
$961,182.
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Note 18: Future Changes in Accounting Principles
Revenue Recognition
The Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) amended its standards related to revenue
recognition. This amendment replaces all existing revenue recognition guidance and provides a
single, comprehensive revenue recognition model for all contracts with customers. The guidance
provides a five-step analysis of transactions to determine when and how revenue is recognized.
Other major provisions include capitalization of certain contract costs, consideration of the time
value of money in the transaction price and allowing estimates of variable consideration to be
recognized before contingencies are resolved in certain circumstances. The amendment also
requires additional disclosure about the nature, amount, timing and uncertainty of revenue and cash
flows arising from customer contracts, including significant judgments and changes in those
judgments and assets recognized from costs incurred to fulfill a contract. The standard allows
either full or modified retrospective adoption. The standard is effective for Opera Theatre for the
fiscal year beginning October 1, 2019. Opera Theatre is in the process of evaluating the impact the
amendment will have on the financial statements.
Not-for-Profit Entities
In August 2016, the FASB issued Accounting Standards Update (ASU) 2016-14, Not-for-Profit
Entities (Topic 958): Presentation of Financial Statements of Not-for-Profit Entities. This ASU
aims to improve the usefulness of information provided to users of not-for-profit (NFP) financial
statements by eliminating diversity in practice, enhancing financial performance comparability
among NFPs and increasing transparency around NFPs’ liquidity management and financial
resource availability. This ASU applies to Opera Theatre’s fiscal year beginning October 1, 2018.
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Supplementary Information

See Independent Auditor’s Report

Total Expense

Total operating expense

Operating Expense
Promotional and development
Orchestra
Professional services
Travel and housing
Office, theater and other rentals
Scenery and stage properties
Costumes
Royalties, commissions and translations
Postage and supplies
Telephone
Insurance
Other

Total personnel expense

Personnel Expense
Salaries and wages
Employee benefits and payroll taxes

$

$

3,945,134

1,717,539

61,293
961,682
50,379
340,512
25,003
208,097
11,146
3,399
35,999
20,029

2,227,595

2,059,538
168,057

Artistic

$

$

2,758,582

994,198

136,385
37,121
92,403
158,621
283,657
200,285
43,335
5,137
29,589
7,665

1,764,384

1,458,747
305,637

Production

$

$

494,605

158,351

65,784
16,125
26,460
24,121
7,002
2,736
5,000
6,903
1,889
1,466
865

336,254

305,424
30,830

Education

Program Services

$

$

1,359,588

746,821

446,737
137,820
33,125
7,551
76
59,207
10,983
6,976
44,346

612,767

551,936
60,831

Marketing

Schedule of Functional Expenses
Year Ended September 30, 2018

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis

$

$

1,098,768

719,053

76,292
41,851
59,440
414,572
25,189
3,948
9,510
88,251

379,715

333,044
46,671

General and
Administration

$

$

1,283,709

618,600

411,536
34,442
10,196
8,162
35,875
33,692
5,353
5,436
73,908

665,109

598,773
66,336

Fundraising
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$

$

10,940,386

4,954,562

1,198,027
961,682
317,738
562,136
638,030
326,610
203,021
213,097
179,472
30,709
88,976
235,064

5,985,824

5,307,462
678,362

Total

